Mendocino Coast 

Cooperative Weed Management Area   

What is a weed management area? 

Weed management areas are organizations of private and public land managers established to facilitate cooperation in managing invasive plants, commonly called weeds.  These groups may be assembled due to concerns about weeds within defined political or geographical regions, or simply due to a desire to share information with others grappling with similar land management issues.  The Mendocino Coast Cooperative Weed Management Area (MCWMA) is currently defined as all coastal, ocean-outlet watersheds north of the Russian River to the Mendocino-Humboldt County boundary.  

The MCWMA is comprised of partners, those who sign a memorandum of agreement to share information and participate through the investment of resources and knowledge, and stakeholders, all potential beneficiaries of weed management activities.  Current partners in the MCWMA include private land managers, public agencies, educational institutions, and conservation organizations, while the potential stakeholders include all the citizens, as well as the landscapes they manage, of coastal Sonoma and Mendocino County watersheds.

What are “invasive plants” and what problems do they cause?

Invasive species, including invasive plants, are species that are not indigenous (i.e., not native) to a specific ecosystem under consideration, and the establishment of which within that system can cause environmental or economic harm.  Invasive species are largely consequences of human activities that are responsible for the movement of materials and creation of environmental conditions conducive to the establishment of non-native species, juxtaposed into the much more deliberate ecological and evolutionary processes that otherwise characterize ecosystems.  

Human activities such as migration, commerce, and development have long occupied human cultures.  Yet, void vital knowledge about biology, these activities have cost our economies billions of dollars in lost or altered agricultural production or wildlife habitat, increased maintenance of landscapes, negative effects on human health, and a myriad of other effects.  More specifically, invasive plants outcompete crops and native plants for space, water, light, and nutrients, alter soil chemistry, water availability, fire intensity and frequency, and impair transportation, recreation, aesthetics, and wildlife habitat.  Along the North Coast, plant invasions negatively affect agriculture, fisheries, forestry, rare species, recreation, tourism, and infrastructural maintenance.

What are the primary components of the MCWMA agenda?

The essential mission of the MCWMA partnership is to promote cooperative efforts that reduce and prevent the negative impacts of invasive plants through education and integrated vegetation management.   Priority activities include the development of educational resources and programs available to the public, the articulation of preventative measures that can reduce the incidence of plant invasions, the compilation of data on the distribution of invasive plants, the implementation of projects designed to reduce local or regional losses to invasive plants, and the development of cooperative funding mechanisms. 

What are the primary guiding principles of the WMA?

The philosophical foundation for the MCWMA is respect for the needs of the Mendocino coastal community in the matter of managing invasive plants.  We will rely on community involvement and participation for success.  A spirit of cooperation and collaboration is essential in order to optimize the effectiveness of our process, and will provide the integrated social network needed to achieve long-term goals.  Information gathered and disseminated, project planning, and all other activities must be grounded in good scientific practice.  Foremost among practical guiding principles is the philosophy of integrated pest management.

What is integrated pest management?

Integrated pest management (IPM) is a strategy that focuses on long-term prevention or suppression of pest problems with minimum impact on human health, the environment, and nontarget organisms.1 With regard to invasive plants, weed management techniques include preventative measures, biological control, adoption of cultural practices that reduce weed invasion, cost-effective manual, mechanical, or cultural treatments, and the use of herbicides and application techniques that reduce environmental risks.  Once the collective benefits and liabilities of the various alternatives have been assessed, any or all of these techniques may be incorporated into an IPM approach.  Integrated pest management demands a thorough understanding of weeds – their physiology, life history, environmental requirements – as well as a systematic program for monitoring their distribution and impacts and the efficacy of treatments.

What are some of the more prominent invasive plants in the MCWMA?

bluegum eucalyptus
French broom
Monterey pine

Cape ivy
giant reed
pampas grass

cotoneaster
gorse
periwinkle

English ivy
Himalayan blackberry
Scottish broom

European beachgrass
iceplant
yellow starthistle

What can you do?

· Become a partner or active stakeholder in the MCWMA;

· Work within your community to raise awareness about invasive plants;

· Participate in compiling maps and data on invasive plants along the coast;

· Assist us in developing educational materials and programs;

· Alert us to funding and cost-sharing opportunities;

· Let us know what we can do to serve you!

The Mendocino Coast Cooperative Weed Management Area is on the web: 

http://www.mcwma.org
Contact: Tara Athan (707) 485-1198 or Peter Warner (707) 937-9176

1 University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources.  Publication 8093: Establishing Integrated         Pest Management Policies and Programs: A Guide for Public Agencies.
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